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unclassified and meaningless; the events are a clash of unruly forces, for which no cause is assignable and no future consequence deducible. At this stage of development, mankind, like any of the lower animals, lives exclusively in the present, and, in fact, is unconscious either of a past or of a future. The whole mental content, the whole Universe, for such a mind is comprised in the objects and events which for the moment are in occupation of consciousness.
Among the individuals of civilized communities this primitive mental condition is passed at quite an early age. One of the earliest symptoms of the growing enlightenment is the child's inquiry how it came into the world, and where it was before it was born. Already the life, limited to the present consciousness, has begun to dissipate. Soon new problems arise, acquaintance is made with the fact of death, and the child begins to speculate what happens to it after death. As it grows older, and gradually comes to realize the inevitableness of its own death, the question of its fate after death becomes one of enthralling interest, which almost entirely eclipses the problem of its past career before birth. And so new problems are continually opening out as the mind develops. Our lives fill a span of a few years in the midst of infinite time. Our world is a great spheroid of matter, set in the midst of infinite space. We can flit in imagination from one star to another in a moment of time. It does not take a second .to transfer our thoughts from the room we sit in to the great nebula in Orion. But however vast the distances we can thus traverse in imagination, no imagination serves to bring us any nearer to a boundary of space, or to a beginning or end of time.
It is from speculations of this character that philosophy took its rise. And the result of inquiry has commonly been that new problems rise upon the intellectual horizon faster than the old problems are solved or otherwise disposed of. Hence there is collected a vast sphere of inquiry and speculation, of immense human interest, to which we give the